THE   MAIN,   FLORIDA,   AND   VIRGINIA          XClll
gathered in the hides, the brazilwood, the indigo, the sarsaparilla,
the ginger, the sugar they pilfered from coast wise traders or
occasionally took from little more formidable merchantmen and
sent home in their staunchest prizes to glut the London market for
these goods.1
Now, the destruction of the Revenge meant more to England than
the loss of a good ship and of her bizarre commander.2 It dramatized
the emergence of Spain as a naval power to be reckoned with in
deadly earnest. Obviously Elizabeth's warfare on Philip's sources
of economic strength, much as it disturbed business, had failed to
interrupt the flow of American revenues into Spanish coffers. There
'the wealth of the Indies' was transmuted into warships of the new
armada de la averia? Other more direct, more aggressive tactics were
demanded in 1593 if a second Spanish attempt to invade England
was to be averted. Elizabeth once more turned from her 'scribes' to
her people and to her outstanding man of war by sea. He was
recalled to royal favour4 and the Spanish Indies felt an ominous chill
as coming events again cast over the Caribbean and mainland
coasts the frightening shadow of Sir Francis Drake.
Ybarra, same place and date; 143-4-15 Indiferente General 1103, Francisco
Martinez de Leyba to the Crown, San Miguel, April 28; Luis Alfonso Florez to the
Grown, La Terceira, April 29; Don Pedro de Alcega (succeeding Martin Perez de
Olazabal) to Grown, off Cascaes, May 25; the House of Trade to the Grown,
Seville, August 20, 1593; 152-2-15, Indiferente General 2597, Goloma to Ybarra
and to the Grown, Cadiz, July 24, 1593.
1 Gorbett, op. cit., n, p. 368.
2 The student will have observed a reference to this incident at the end of Docu-
ment No. 85.
3 This fleet was paid for out of a general average tax on colonial trade.
4 Gorbett, Successors of Drake., pp. 4, 5, 7.